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April Report 
By Phil Boggis (Assistant County Recorder) 
 
It has been a quiet season since my last report which 
incidentally will be my last before handing over the 
Assistant County Recordership to Tony James who 
has very kindly accepted the invitation to ‘step into my 
shoes’ so to speak. There have been some notable 
early records and by early, I mean very early. Some I 
almost hesitated to believe such as a Common 
Quaker - Orthosia cerasi (Fab.) (see below). 
 

 
Common Quaker, at light, Greatwork, Godolphin 

(SW594306) 5th December 2004. Photo © A. 
James. 

 
They say seeing is believing. Tony James had another 
on the 10th December 2004! A number of other CMG 
members also reported early/late or 2nd or even 3rd 
generation individuals, notably an e-mail from Richard 
Champion on the 12th Nov. 2004. He writes: 
 
‘Following on from a Miller on 22nd September 2004, 
and an Uncertain on 8th November 2004, Caradon 
has produced yet another wildly out-of-season moth. A 
Buff Footman was in my trap last night along with 14 
other species. It was taken to Torpoint for independent 
verification by Leon Truscott, before being released 
at the trap site here in St Germans. I guess it will die 
without achieving its life’s purpose, as it must be the 
loneliest Buff Footman in the world. Although I had 
most of the Footman species in the summer, Buff was 
not one of them. Odd late records do occur after long 

hot summers, but that hardly holds true for this year. 
Has anybody else been getting un-seasonal records? 
Regards 
Richard Champion’ 
 
Thank You, Richard for those interesting reports. 
I received another from John Cooke at Mylor 
Churchtown, he writes on the 13th November 2004: 
 
‘On the 3rd November 2004 I had a third generation 
Willow Beauty. A very dark specimen compared with 
the usual Summer broods. Last night (12th Nov.), 
fluttering round the kitchen was the first of the 
hibernating Bloxworth Snouts. I hope more will follow 
as last year there were four in our outhouses; Whether 
there is a small colony locally, or whether they are all 
migrants, only time will tell.’ 
 
Incidentally John tells me the Bloxworth Snout was 
duly put back into the outhouse to hibernate. This is 
the second year running so I should think there is a 
small colony nearby. 
 
Leon Truscott also sent an e-mail detailing a second 
generation of The Uncertain on the 8th November 
2004 at Torpoint. Bernard Skinner in his book states 
that ‘a very partial second generation appears in late 
autumn.’ 
 
John Gregory recently took a trip to Par Marshes, one 
of the top 10 and few remaining reed-bed habitats left 
in Cornwall. The marsh is managed by Restormel 
Borough Council’s Countryside and Landscape 
Officer, Gerry Brian. Volunteers from Cornwall Wildlife 
Trust were managing the reed beds and John took this 
opportune moment to ask the volunteers to wade out 
to some inaccessible bulrush (reed-mace) (T.latifolia) 
in the centre of the marsh so that he could see if there 
were any larvae of Limnaecia phragmitella 
(Stainton) hiding in the flower-spikes where they 
hibernate during the winter. The reed-mace rewarded 
him with a whole host of them which have crawled out 
and will soon pupate. In Spring the infested flower-
spikes can be recognised by down hanging out from 
them. This is because the spun webs of the larvae 
prevent the seeds from being dispersed by the wind. 
The young larvae mine the pith of the leaf-sheaves 
before later entering the flower-spikes or thin stems to 
hibernate gregariously, often in large numbers. The 
larvae can be very active for their size. The moth 
(shown below) is quite distinctive. 
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Limnaecia phragmitella (Stainton) from reed mace 
(bulrush) taken at Par Marsh 3rd April 2005. Photo 
© P.H. Boggis. 
 

Limnaecia phragmitella, Dordogne, France (Photo 
© Ian Kimber  by kind permission). 
 
Bernard Hocking from Rospannel has been keeping 
an eye on Luffia lapidella (Goeze) at his farm, this 
winter. Remember the females are wingless. How did 
they get there from Marazion Marsh? Anyway he says: 
 
‘Phil, I have started recording positions of seven larval 
cases on a one meter square of granite wall to see if 
they move around in the winter, and what exactly they 
do get up to, will keep you informed.’ 
 
Finally, I thought things were warming up when I 
received a report from Justin Evans of a Humming-
bird Hawk-moth. He writes: 
 
‘Had a nice Humming-Bird Hawk-Moth in the garden 
mid-morning last Thursday (31st March 2005), flying 
around the primroses before it headed off. That's been 
the highlight moth-wise.  Apart from that, it's been very 
quiet with 5 to 18 (max.) moths in the trap each 
morning and nothing out of the ordinary.’  
Justin Evans, Pool, Redruth. 
 
I hope to see some of you at Hessenford on the 15th 
April to look for Jodia croceago. Is it extinct in 
England I wonder? 
 
 
 
 
 

2004 Summary 
By John L. Gregory (Member) 
 
Looking back over some of my special-interest 
observations of Lepidoptera in Cornwall in 2004. 
 
It was another very good year for interesting records, 
and once again it has not been easy to decide which 
of them to include and which to omit from this write-up. 
Even leaving out the year’s rearing and breeding notes 
on species not originating in Cornwall I have had to be 
very selective, though my total species-count for 2004 
was slightly less than my total for 2003, mainly 
because I was unable to attend any of the “moth 
nights” which were advertised for 2004. (The 
numbering shown here refers to my personal records. 
The numbers were “edited out” of my 2003 write-up for 
the Newsletter). 
 
On 1st January a specimen of L129 Scoliopterix 
libatrix (Herald) was found flying around in my house 
at Bodelva, and another, not the same moth, also in 
my house, was found on 3rd March. 
On 4th January I recorded a single specimen of L131 
Acleris hastiana at a lighted window at home. During 
recent years I have now recorded this species in the 
moth stage at Bodelva in every month of the year 
except April and May. 
 
On 11th January numerous mined leaves of Pellitory-
of-the-wall, containing larvae of L1570 Cosmopterix 
pucherimella (apparently a misspelling for 
“pulchrimella”), were found at Portloe, and I collected a 
few of the mines for rearing. As this moth is a recent 
addition to the British list, over the following ten 
months or so I carried out searches on many other 
Cornish localities where the foodplant grows, but on 
only one further site were any mines found, this being 
at Fowey on 8th February. Moths from both sites were 
successfully reared. (But see Phil Boggis’s write-up in 
the CMG newsletter of May, 2004). 
 
On 3rd February a single L1059 Agonopterix 
umbellana turned up at my window. This is one of 
several Oecophorid species which overwinters in the 
moth stage. This was a rather early date when 
compared with my records for this species in previous 
years. 
 
On 4th February a single specimen of what was 
almost certainly L210 Acleris cristana came to my 
window at Bodelva. This species is not very common 
in the area. The genitalia were not checked, so there is 
a very slight element of doubt about the identification. 
The exceptional well-documented migrant activity 
which occurred in February resulted in many L580 
Nomophila noctuella (Rush Veneer) being seen at 
Bodelva from 10th to 16th of the month, though the 
weather towards the end of the month was probably 
too cold for these early immigrants to breed 
successfully. The same short unseasonal flood of 
immigrants included a fresh-looking L151 Agrotis 
ipsilon (Dark Sword Grass) at my widow on 11th 
February and a second at MV light here on the 13th.  
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On 11th February a single L186 Emmelina 
monodactyla, awakened by milder weather from its 
winter slumber, turned up at my window, this being my 
earlest February record for this species in recent 
years. Over the last few years I have recorded this 
species flying at Bodelva in every month of the year 
except December and January. 
 
On 13th February a rather early L143 Orthosia cerasi 
(Common Quaker), among a few other common 
species, came to the MV light in my garden. 
 
On 15th February a rather worn, descaled moth, which 
I provisionally identified as L101 Acleris notana, 
came to my window. This species can usually only be 
reliably identified by examination of the genitalia. 
 
On 14th March a single L1390 Monopis laevigella 
(Skin Moth) was flying around in my house. This 
species seems to be gradually extending its flight 
period in this area, as I have now recorded it here in 
the moth stage in every month of the year except 
February and December. The larvae are often plentiful 
in the abandoned end-of-season nests of Blue-tits, and 
these birds are usually very common in my garden. 
 
On 16th March an overwintered L1062 Nycteola 
revayana (Oak Nycteoline) came to my window, and 
this was followed on 19th July by a rather early 
specimen of the new generation. Due to its shape this 
species could easily be mistaken for one of the larger 
Tortricids. The numerous moths which I recorded at 
the MV light in my garden on the same night included 
a surprisingly fresh-looking, overwintered L951 
Lithophane hepatica (Pale Pininion). 
 
On 30th March an easily overlooked little species, 
L830 Mompha subbistrigella, turned up in my house. 
Moths of this species often enter houses and 
outbuildings to overwinter, and I have had them here 
at Bodelva, most of them indoors,  in every month of 
the year except July and August. 
 
On 5th April, many moths were seen flying around in 
Ginni Little’s “Bat Hospital” in Penzance. These later 
turned out to be L1577 Tinea pallescentella (Large 
Pale Clothes Moth), though they were very much 
darker in colouring than any of the book illustrations in 
my possession. Larvae of this species were 
subsequently (15th May) found feeding on bat 
droppings in the hospital and these were successfully 
reared through to the moth stage. (Thanks to Jayne 
Herbert who sent away a specimen from this colony 
for genitalia check). 
 
On 9th April my latest ever (by one day) specimen of 
L140 Diurnea fagella turned up at my window. On the 
same night I recorded an overwintered L231 
Caloptilia stigmatella, a species which I have 
recorded here at lighted windows in every moth of the 
year except January and February. 
 
On 24th April in perfect “mothing” conditions, my 
earliest ever specimens of four species, L465 
Mesoleuca albicillata (Beautiful Carpet), L155 
Blastodacna hellerella, L1579 Asthena albulata 
(Small White Wave), and L860 Xanthorhoe 

designata (Flame Carpet) turned up at my lighted 
windows, among many other species. 
 
On 2nd May two little moths flying around in my 
garden were netted, and these turned out to be L335 
Phyllonorycter coryli (Nut Leaf Blister Moth), which 
in the larva stage are common leaf-miners on Hazel, 
and L194 Phyllonorycter geniculella, which feed as 
larvae as leaf-miners of Sycamore. 
 
On 6th May a rather late specimen of L240 Agriopis 
marginaria (Dotted Border) came to my window. This 
is another species which seems to be gradually 
extendinging its flight period both early and late in this 
area, as a further specimen turned up on the rather 
surprising date of 10th December. 
 
At a field meeting at the western end of Goss Moor on 
8th May a few interesting day-flying species were 
recorded, including L1025 Pyrgus malvae (Grizzled 
Skipper), L527 Erynnis tages (Dingy Skipper), L532 
Endothenia gentianaeana (of which several were 
seen flying around the Teasels which are their larval 
foodplant), and L1460 Euclidia glyphica (Burnet 
Companion) of which further specimens were seen 
later on Eden Project land on several dates up to 23rd 
June. 
 
On 9th May a little moth, L99 Acrolepia autumnitella 
came to my window. This species is more often 
noticed as conspicuous and easily identified leaf-
mines of Bittersweet. There are several Bittersweet 
plants in my garden. 
 
On 11th May a single L41 Mamestra brassicae 
(Cabbage Moth) was recorded at my window. This 
species used to be much more common than it seems 
to be now, and this is a rather early date compared 
with my records for recent years. 
 
On 14th May a slightly earlier than usual L172 
Deilephila elpenor (Elephant Hawk) came to the MV 
light in my garden. 
 
During a further day-time visit to “Cornwall Bat 
Hospital” on 15th May I recorded a single L495 Cydia 
pomonella (Codling Moth). A large number of what 
were provisionally identified as L809 Tinea dubiella 
were also flying around in the hospital that day. Back 
at home that night an overwintered L1382 
Depressaria ultimella was recorded at my window. 
This species is rather erratic and unpredictable in its 
appearance, as the moths can often appear quite a 
long way from any likely source of the usual larval 
foodplant, Fool’s Watercress. 
 
On 16th May, during the advertised butterfly field-
meeting at Tuckingmill, near St. Breward, I recorded 
day-flying examples of quite a good selection of 
moths, including L121 Epinotia immundana (which in 
the larva stage feeds on Alder), L1574 Elachista 
subalbidella (which in the larva stage feeds as a leaf-
miner of Purple Moor Grass), a freshly emerged L1026 
Anaplectoides prasina (Green Arches), and a rather 
early L1463 Tinea semifulvella (which feeds in the 
larva stage on the detritus in birds’ nests, also on wool, 
and sometimes dry plant material). In the evening of 
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the same date a late, overwintered, female specimen 
of L1260 Chloroclysta siterata (Red Green Carpet) 
came to my lighted window at home, along with a 
single L305 Phyllonorycter blancardella. 
 
On 17th May a day-flying L1338 Schreckensteinia 
festaliella was seen near the western end of Prideaux 
Wood Reserve. The conspicuous and distinctive larval 
feeding-places on Bramble are very common in 
Cornwall, but the moths are much more elusive, being 
hardly ever recorded at light. A further specimen, day-
flying at Bodelva, was netted on 4th August. 
 
On 18th May a G890 Lampropteryx otregiata (Devon 
Carpet) turned up at my window, a species not often 
seen in Bodelva. 
 
20th May is a rather late date for first generation L286 
Selenia dentaria (Early Thorn) to be still flying, but 
one was recorded at my lighted window that evening. 
L1213 Grapholita compositella continues to thrive on 
parts of Eden Project land, the colony sometimes 
spilling over into my garden at Bodelva. With the 
record for 21st May it seems that the two annual 
generations of this species almost overlap here. 
 
NATIONAL MOTH NIGHT, 22nd May, 2004, was a big 
disappointment, with only ten very common species 
being recorded at the MV light in my garden. 
 
But two days later, on 24th May, a rather early L10 
Camptogramma bilineata (Yellow Shell) was seen 
flying around the garden. 
 
One of my earliest ever L35 Udea olivalis turned up 
at my window on 25th May. 
 
On 26th May many day-flying moths of both sexes of 
L1006 Platytes cerussella were observed on a very 
small part of Spit Beach, near Par. Then several 
further specimens of this species were seen on 14th 
July during an ERCCIS meeting at Kiberick Cove. 
 
On 28th May two early specimens of L551 Rivula 
sericealis (Straw Dot) came to my window. 
 
It was a good season for L38 Adaina microdactyla 
here, as several moths were seen day-flying around 
the Hemp Agrimony, the usual larval foodplant, in my 
garden and at my lighted windows from 29th May to 
6th August. 
Another rather late date was 14th June for the L873 
Eupithecia abbreviata (Brindled Pug) which came to 
my lighted window. 
 
On 30th May it was good to see some L1106 Boloria 
selene (Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary) flying near 
Rosenannon Reserve during a field meeting there. 
Several day-flying moths were recorded that day on 
the Reserve, including G845 Phytometra viridaria 
(Small Purple Barred) and G252 Scotopteryx 
mucronata (Lead Belle). In the evening of the same 
date my earliest ever G165 Aphomia sociella (Bee 
Moth) came to my lighted window at home. 
 
There was a rather low species-count for the moth-trap 
set up in my garden on 2nd June (only nineteen 

species), but  these included a single L389 Acronicta 
megacephala (Poplar Grey). 
 
An easily misidentified little species, L1102 
Eupithecia tripunctaria (White Spotted Pug), came to  
my lighted window on 3rd June. Normally regarded as 
univoltine, this species seems to be bivoltine in the 
Bodelva area, and perhaps also in other parts of 
Cornwall. In recent years I have recorded the moths at 
home in every month from April to September. 
 
On 5th June at the field meeting in the Chyverton 
Wood and Ventongimps Mill area, the day-flying 
species recorded included a confirmed G127 Aricia 
agestis (Brown Argus) and a probable G790 
Coleophora taeniipennella. 
 
Though in Devon, but fairly close to the border with 
Cornwall, at the end of an interesting field meeting at 
Dunsdon Reserve on 6th June, a very worn day-flying 
G1533 Tyta luctuosa (Four Spotted) was recorded 
near the car-park. 
 
On 8th June I recorded my earliest ever G204 
Perinephela lancealis at my lighted window at home. 
On 9th June, and again on 15th July I recorded my 
earliest and latest L1332 Coleophora troglodytella 
flying around the Hemp Agrimony, the usual larval 
foodplant for this species, in my garden. (Despite its 
different biology, this species is described as 
conspecific with L294 C. follicularis in recent 
publications). 
 
Sixty-one species came to the light-trap in my garden 
on 10th June. These included rather early specimens 
of L113 Mythimna impura (Smoky Wainscot), L196 
Cochylimorpha straminea, L601 Hoplodrina 
alsines (Uncertain), L843 Polia nebulosa (Grey 
Arches), L1254 Schrankia costaestrigalis (Pinion 
Streaked Snout), and L1473 Oligia versicolor 
(Rufous Minor). 
 
2004 was my best-ever year for sightings of L224 
Macroglossum stellatarum (Humming Bird Hawk), 
most of them being on sites in the western half of 
Cornwall, the earliest of these being on 11th June on 
land to the east of Summercourt. On the same date I 
had my first lighted window record of L1387 Mythimna 
turca (Double Line) at Bodelva, along with a G739 
Eupithecia lariciata (Larch Pug) which I do not often 
see here. 
During an afternoon field meeting on Breney Reserve 
on 12th June, several freshly emerged L687 Zygaena 
trifolii (Five Spot Burnet) and a single L923 
Callistege mi (Mother Shipton) were seen, along with 
a few L730 Scotopteryx luridata (Lead Belle). 
 
On 13th June a G1047 Nemapogon clematella 
turned up at my window, this being a rather early date 
according to my records. 
 
On 14th June, another rather early record, this being 
L59 Pterophorus pentadactyla (White Plume) which 
came to my window. 
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On 15th June, yet another rather early record, L776 
Scopula imitaria (Small Blood Vein) came to my 
window. 
 
On 16th June, on Spit Beach, near Par, an elusive little 
day-flying moth L69 Marasmarcha lunaedactyla was 
seen near its larval foodplant, Rest Harrow. 
 
On 17th June a very fresh L117 Aphantopus 
hyperantus (Ringlet) was seen in my garden, this 
being my earliest record for this species in recent 
years. 
 
On 19th June a rather late L349 Anthocharis 
cardamines (Orange Tip) and a rather early L1013 
Thymelicus sylvestris (Small Skipper) were seen 
flying around my garden. Then later that day an 
unconfirmed G1147 Coleophora artemisicolella was 
netted while flying near some Mugwort, the larval 
foodplant, not far from Portreath. 
 
L607 Geometra papilionaria (Large Emerald) 
normally has a fairly short season at Bodelva, but the 
season was slightly extended in 2004, with extreme-
date records of 21st June and 9th August. 
 
I have numerous site records in Cornwall for L988 
Epermenia chaerophyllella. as larvae and as 
vacated feeding places on Hogweed and Angelica, but 
have not come across the moth very often. One was 
flying around my garden on 24th June. 
 
Among the many noteworthy day-flying moths seen 
during the afternoon field meeting in the Penhale area 
on 26th June were L65 Ebulea crocealis, G366 
Pyrausta cingulata, G416 Apotomis semifasciana, 
and G1379 Eucosma campoliliana. 
 
It was an excellent year for L432 Eilema griseola 
(Dingly Footman) at Bodelva and elsewhere, with 
extreme-date records of 28th June and 25th August. 
On 3rd July, during a field meeting led and hosted by 
Tim Dingle in and around Penhalt, many day-flying 
species were seen, including my earliest ever record 
of L881 Scotopteryx chenopodiata (Shaded Broad 
Bar), and numerous L882 Melanargia galathea 
(Marbled White). 
 
On 8th July, one of the moths at my window was a 
G1586 Buccalatrix ulmella, a very small and easily 
overlooked moth. This was only my second record for 
this species. 
 
On 9th July my earliest ever L1087 Epinotia nisella 
came to my window. 
On 13th July a rather worn, partly de-scaled little moth 
appeared at my window, and it was provisionally 
identified as G1616 Buccalatrix bechsteinella. 
Several day-flying moths were recorded at the 
ERCCIS field meeting in the Nare Head area on 14th 
July, including a single L171 Discestra trifolii 
(Nutmeg), which is more often recorded at light than 
as a day-flyer. 
My sightings of L132 Tachystola acroxantha indicate 
a gradual extension of the flight period in Bodelva. A 
moth was recorded here on 19th July, and my records 

for this species, from 2002 to 2004, now show flight 
months of April to July, and October. 
The species-count for the light trap in my garden on 
21st July was fifty-seven, all of them common , though 
I did have a rather early G266 Mesologia literosa 
(Rosy Minor). 
A few interesting species were seen at the field 
meeting in and around the Marazion RSPB Reserve 
on 24th July. These included L506 Chortodes 
pygmina (Small Wainscot), L273 Euproctis similis 
(Yellow Tail), and vacated larval feeding-places of 
L1019 Prochoreutis myllerana on Lesser Skullcap. 
On 1st August fifty-eight very common species turned 
up in my light trap at home, including a rather late L67 
Cnephasia asseclana. 
On 3rd August the previous night’s moth-trap catches 
at Allet were examined, and these included G1581 
Rhyacionia pinicolana, L933 Hylaea fasciaria 
(Barred Red), G209 Hadena rivularis (Campion), L12 
Caloptilia syringella, L327 Leucoptera laburnella 
(Laburnum Leaf Miner), a very worn specimen which 
was probably G152 Opostega salaciella, and what 
was almost certainly a G1626 Clavigesta 
sylvestrana, among many others. At my window that 
evening I had a very worn specimen of what was 
probably G1188 Bryotropha affinis, only my second 
record for this species at Bodelva. 
On 6th August a rather late L315 Xestia triangulum 
(Double Square Spot) turned up at my window. 
On 10th August, at my window, I recorded a G678 
Epermenia falciformis, a species which I do not see 
very often. 
On 11th August, in my garden I recorded a specimen 
of what was probably L1442 Coleophora 
striatipennella. I used to have a thriving colony of this 
species here, the larvae feeding on Lesser Stitchwort, 
so perhaps it is still here in small numbers. 
On 14th August I netted an early day-flying L100 
Acleris rhombana (Rhomboid Tortrix) during a 
butterfly field meeting in the Prussia Cove area. 
On 16th August a few day-flying L426 Thera 
obeciscata (Grey Pine Carpet) were seen among the 
Spruces in Prideaux Wood Reserve. There has been a 
thriving resident population of this species in the 
Reserve for many years. 
On 21st August, the various moths in Jayne Herbert’s 
trap at Tredinnick, which she had set up the previous 
night, included a late season L269 Euplexia lucipara 
(Small Angle Shades), a single L491 Elachista 
atricomella, a late season L880 Argyresthia 
spinosella, a single L1368 Xestia sexstrigata (Six 
Striped Rustic), and my latest ever record of L857 
Eupithecia nanata (Narrow Winged Pug). Later that 
day, on an exploratory walk westwards from 
Tredinnick, I recorded larvae of L347 Orgyia antiqua 
(Vapourer), these being of the yellowish tinged form 
which feeds on Bracken in parts of west Cornwall. 
 
Twenty-five species came to the light-trap in my 
garden on 25th August, not a very impressive total, but 
it did include my latest-ever record for L885 Elophila 
nymphaeata (Brown China Mark). 
 
On 9th September I had the first Bodelva record of 
G912 Eudonia pallida, which turned up at my 
window. 
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On 18th September, looking at the moths trapped the 
previous night by Bernard Hocking at Rospannel 
Farm, I recorded rather early specimens of L90 
Aporophyla nigra (Black Rustic), L309 Polymixis 
lichenea (Feathered Ranunculus), and L650 
Omphaloscelis lunosa (Lunar Underwing). Then 
Bernard pointed out some larval cases of L1138 Luffia 
lapidella on a stone wall, and as this is a new site for 
this very local Cornish species, I took a couple of the 
cases for examination at home, but these later proved 
to be parasitised. (The colony of this species near 
Marazion Marsh had been found to be still thriving 
there two months earlier, on the 24th July visit). I later 
sent the Rospannel Farm parasitoids to Dr. Mark 
Shaw in Edinburgh, for investigation by him. 
 
On the Recorders’ field meeting near Gunnislake on 
29th September the moths recorded included L223 
Agonopterix ciliella and L793 Agrochola circellaris 
(Brick), and larvae of L477 Pseudoips prasinana 
(Green Silver Lines) and G580 Anarta myrtilli 
(Beautiful Yellow Underwing) were also seen there. 
 
On 7th October I had my first Bodelva record of L1552 
Lithophane leautieri (Blair’s Shoulder Knot). The 
moth came to my window, a very dark specimen when 
compared to book illustrations of this species. Reared 
specimens from non-Cornish stock have also been 
dark. 
 
On 11th October an early specimen of what was 
probably L97 Epirrita dilutata (November Moth) 
turned up at my window. The precise identification of 
the three larger species of this genus frequently 
causes problems, especially when the diagnostic wing-
markings are obscure or descaled. 
 
On 18th October a late L29 Hypena proboscidalis 
(Snout) turned up at my window. 
 
 

Cornwall Moth Group 
Membership Form 

 
Please enrol me as a member of the Cornwall Moth Group. 
In keeping with the Data protection Act, I agree to my 
membership details being held for group purposes only on 
paper and in computer files that will be accessible only to 
committee members, and will not be generally distributed or 
released. 
 
Name(s):  ……………………………………………………. 
 
Address:   ……………………………………………………  
 
………………………………………………………………...  
 
 
Telephone:  ………………………………………………… 
 
E-mail: ………………………………………………….…… 
 
I would also like to join the Egroup:  ¨ Yes ¨ No 
 
Please return this form to: 
Phil Boggis, Assistant County Recorder 
Cornwall Moth Group 
6 Tremena Gardens, St Austell, Cornwall PL25 5QH or 
Email: phil.boggis@btinternet.com 
 

Rospannel Farm 
By Bernard Hocking (Member) 
 
This winter I have been studying a one meter square 
of granite wall at Rospannel Farm, hoping to find out a 
bit about the behaviour of the species of Luffia that live 
there feeding on the lichen. The numbers have 
increased over the winter from about seven on 4th. 
November 2004 to about fifty by 4th. February 2005. 
They are very difficult to see, being the same colour 
and texture as the wall, and very small. The recent 
new arrivals being much thinner and more pointed that 
the old mature ones. Although I have seen them 
crawling around, I've no idea how they manage to 
cover themselves in lichen. Attached photo shows one 
that has been active, crawling around recently, even at 
mid-day. Assume that they are even more active by 
night. Will check when it's a bit warmer and keep you 
informed. 

 
Dates for your diary 
 
Friday April 15th at 8pm 
Grid ref. SX301585 (two miles North of Hessenford).  
Target species: Orange Upperwing. 
Although last year’s meeting proved unsuccessful, I 
believe we should still be looking in this area. One or 
two people may want to set up traps in 
Trebrownbridge Wood. Further details on the night. 
Organised by Phil Boggis, Cornwall Moth Group 
(01726) 66124. 
 
Saturday 4th June at 2pm 
Grid ref. SX 392732 (Greenscombe Wood, Luckett 
Reserve). 
Target species: The day-flying Argent & Sable. Last 
recorded here in 1980. Organised by Phil Boggis, 
Cornwall Moth Group (01726) 66124. 
 
Saturday 4th June 2005 
Invertebrate Field Trip 
Lower Red River valley, Gwithian and Nanterrow, 
north of Hayle (SW53) 
10am for a 10.30am start. Bring packed lunch and 
weatherproof clothing if necessary. Meetings will finish 
around 4pm or when we decide to finish! 
A walk from Gwithian Green Local Nature Reserve, an 
area of established dunes and dune slack, to the 
Lower Red River Valley, with marshy habitats, before 
exploring an area of unimproved grassland slope at 
Nanterrow. Wellies recommended! Meet at Gwithian 
Green SW586431, 10am. Please contact Sue Scott or 
Ian Bennallick at ERCCIS for more information. Tel: 
01872 240777 or email ian@cornwt.demon.co.uk or 
sues@cornwt.demon.co.uk ERCCIS, Five Acres, Allet, 
Truro, Cornwall, TR4 9DJ. 
Organised by Cornwall Invertebrate Group 
 
Sunday 5th June 2005 - 10.00am – 3.00pm approx.  
Surveying Hedges For Wildlife 
New Hall Farm, Advent, edge of Bodmin Moor 
(SX109804)  
Using the Hedge (and wall) Importance Test (HIT), 
developed by the Guild of Cornish Hedgers, we will be 
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surveying the hedges and walls of a farm on Bodmin 
Moor, and scoring them according to their historical, 
biological and landscape value, and recording the 
wildlife that use them. 
BRING PACKED LUNCH, WEATHERPROOF 
CLOTHING AND CLIPBOARD 
BOOKING PREFERRED 
For further details contact - Ian Bennallick, Lower 
Polmorla, St.Wenn, Bodmin, Cornwall, PL30 5PE Tel: 
01726 890384  
email - Ian Bennallick, 
Organised by Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Federation of 
Biological Recorders. 
 
Friday 24th June at 9.30 pm 
Grid ref. SX248538 (Entrance to Lower Kilminorth 
Woods, sharp left 250 yards before Looe bridge 
coming from a westerly direction on the main road). 
Target species: Scarce Merveille du Jour.  
We have high hopes of seeing this RDB3 moth again 
here, perhaps further into the wood than last year. 
Organised by Phil Boggis, Cornwall Moth Group 
(01726) 66124. 
 
Friday 1st July at 9.30pm 
Grid ref. SW725157 (National Trust car park 
Poltescoe, The Lizard). 
Target species: Clouded Magpie. Although not a 
Cornish BAP species, this moth has only been 
recorded in two places in Cornwall, here and at Pelyn 
Wood. Access to Pelyn Wood in now restricted, so 
here is another chance to find it at Poltescoe. 
Organised by Phil Boggis, Cornwall Moth Group 
(01726) 66124. 
 
Saturday 9th July at 9pm 
National Moth Night (& day). Amongst the target 
species is the Double Line – a Cornish speciality. It 
occurs commonly on Breney Common and Goss Moor 
but only sparingly in woodland. One specimen came to 
light a Lower Cabilla wood last year so I propose we 
go back there this year and see what turns up. 
Meet at 9.30pm at Lower Cabilla Wood. Grid ref. 
SX129653. Car parking by the sawmill complex. 
Organised by Phil Boggis, Cornwall Moth Group 
(01726) 66124. 
 
Wednesday 20th July 2005 
Invertebrate Field Trip 
Churchtown Farm, Saltash (SX45)  
10am for a 10.30am start. Bring packed lunch and 
weatherproof clothing if necessary. Meetings will finish 
around 4pm or when we decide to finish! 
A large Cornwall Wildlife Trust reserve with a variety of 
habitats including mature hedges, stream and marsh, 
intertidal habitat, unimproved grassland, woodland, 
arable, disused quarry and railway embankments!  
Meet at SX417581, end of lane south of St.Stephen’s 
Church, 10am.  
Please contact Sue Scott or Ian Bennallick at ERCCIS 
for more information. Tel: 01872 240777 or email 
ian@cornwt.demon.co.uk or 
sues@cornwt.demon.co.uk ERCCIS, Five Acres, Allet, 
Truro, Cornwall, TR4 9DJ. 
Organised by Cornwall Invertebrate Group 
 

Friday 29th July and Friday 5th August at 9.15 pm 
Grid ref. SW844569 (T junction at Trenance cottages).  
Target species: White - spotted Pinion. 
There are a number of mature elms with some 
epicormic growth which the larvae prefer, a few 
hundred yards further along the road. Organised by 
Phil Boggis, Cornwall Moth Group (01726) 66124. 
 
 
Sunday 7th August 2005 - 10.00am – 3.00pm 
approx. 
Surveying Hedges For Wildlife  
Mudgeon Farm, Helford River area (SW767245). 
Using the Hedge (and wall) Importance Test (HIT), 
developed by the Guild of Cornish Hedgers, we will be 
surveying the hedges and walls of a farm on Bodmin 
Moor, and scoring them according to their historical, 
biological and landscape value, and recording the 
wildlife that use them. 
BRING PACKED LUNCH, WEATHERPROOF 
CLOTHING AND CLIPBOARD 
BOOKING PREFERRED 
For further details contact - Ian Bennallick, Lower 
Polmorla, St.Wenn, Bodmin, Cornwall, PL30 5PE Tel: 
01726 890384  
email - Ian Bennallick, 
Organised by Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Federation of 
Biological Recorders. 
 
Saturday 20th August 2005 
Invertebrate Field Trip 
Greena Moor (formerly known as Creddacott) SX29, 
and Lower Lewdon, near Bude (SS20)  
10am for a 10.30am start. Bring packed lunch and 
weatherproof clothing if necessary. Meetings will finish 
around 4pm or when we decide to finish! 
Two Cornwall Wildlife Trust reserves with culm 
grassland habitat, heath and scrub. Wellies 
recommended! Meet at Greena Moor SX234963 at 
10am in the morning and Lower Lewdon SS256096 in 
the afternoon. 
Please contact Sue Scott or Ian Bennallick at ERCCIS 
for more information. Tel: 01872 240777 or email 
ian@cornwt.demon.co.uk or 
sues@cornwt.demon.co.uk ERCCIS, Five Acres, Allet, 
Truro, Cornwall, TR4 9DJ. 
Organised by Cornwall Invertebrate Group 

Other meetings will be arranged nearer the dates, 
please check our website 
(www.cornwallmothgroup.org.uk) and Egroup 
(http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/cornwallmothgroup) 
for up-to-date list of events. Also the Cornwall wildlife 
Trust website (http://www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk) 
and ERCCIS (http://www.erccis.co.uk). 
 
 
 

 

Although the Cornwall Moth Group is an 
independent group, we indebted to The 

Environmental Records Centre for Cornwall and 
the Isles of Scilly (ERCCIS) for their help and 
support, initially setting up the group and with 
administration costs such as photocopying and 

postage. 
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