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Cornwall Moth Group

Newsletter No.6 - October 2005

__________________________________________________________

Recorders’ Workshops
Tony James

There have been a number of changes this year, as well as a lot of challenges. Phil asked me to take over the Assistant County Recorders role, something which has proven difficult against a background of other things, and I was also asked to take over Editorship of our Newsletter to help Jayne concentrate on her Web-building, so this is the first attempt. 

The year has been much more active (certainly in the western part of Cornwall, where there is a fair sized group of recorders), and we have been holding many group recording activities at a number of local sites, often holding two events a week. I think the highest number of traps active at one time has been throughout Tehidy Woods, where 10 traps were manned on the same night giving a good range of species from this previously un-monitored location. I’ll cover this event later in the Newsletter. 

It has become apparent that, because of the increasing interest in Group Moth Trapping, we are beginning to get an overload in administration, so on August 12th I set up a Recorders’ Workshop at the CWT meeting room at Allet to discuss problems which have been slowly building. There even seemed to be a problem in getting the notification out to everyone (particularly the non-email people), for which my apologies, but we will try to overcome this in future. Twelve members attended, and topics discussed covered a review of the progress, aims, and organisation of the Group (since it was started), and how we could create a better arrangement for gathering the data everyone is busily compiling and what it is to be used for.  One suggestion is to set up, say, two coordination roles equivalent to the Assistant County Recorder at present, dividing Cornwall into two parts, east & west, and providing a first point of contact  for recorders in their area.  Anything of questionable record  could then be passed to a panel of our more experienced entomologists to get a consensus agreement before accepting the record, and this would then either be forwarded for data entry, or passed onwards for expert entomological assessment by  a qualified establishment. In this case the original specimen will be needed for verification.

It was thought a good idea to hold a copy of all our records centrally in Cornwall, and this could easily be accommodated by locating them at ERCCIS (the Environmental Records Centre, Cornwall & the Isles of Scilly) at the Cornwall Wildlife Trust, Allet. The benefit from this is that the cumulative data can be used for environmental studies, will be included with lots of records from other wildlife recording groups, and it would be a controlled point of contact for anyone needing historic data for research. This has now been initiated and a data exchange agreement has been signed with our Recorder. It does, however, mean that if anyone does not want their records shared about, then they should make it known as soon as possible.

Also, it was considered that a programme of meetings through the year could help members with identification of questionable moths; we could hold other activities such as trap design, setting specimens; and it is an opportunity to meet up with the other recorders to be able to put faces to names and exchange ideas. To fall in with this, we have booked the next Recorders’ Workshop at Allet on Saturday, 29th October, arranged in two parts between 2 p.m. and 9 p.m. The afternoon will be for informal activities (suggestions welcomed), whilst the evening will, weather permitting, set Moth traps, and the hold a formal session to discuss some of the current issues, and perhaps appoint people for the Micro- and Macro-Moth Panels proposed. Please register with the Wildlife Trust at Allet, if you want to come along. Places may be limited.
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West Cornwall Recorders Report – Tony James

I am still trying to sort out all the records, but this has not been easy. I have noticed that some people who attended group event have not yet sent results to me, or through a number of computer changes between June and mid July I lost some reports sent as email, so what we have here is what I am aware of.

The Lizard Area continues to produce some notable species……

At Cury, Frank Johns has reported the following – 

European Corn Borer

Dewick’s Plusia

Pod Lover

Gem


[image: image3]
At Mullion, Mike Thompson reports – 

Kent Black Arches

Brown-veined Wainscot

Sand Dart

Willow Ermine

Tachystola acroxantha (a RDB species)

Oegoconia caradjiea

Phaloneia anniana

Udonia delunella 

Group Events on the Lizard we have recorded – 

Poltesco – 

Barrett’s Marbled Coronet – M.Thompson

Lunar Spotted Pinion – L&H. Oakes

Black-banded – F.Johns & T.James

L-album Wainscot – F.Johns, T.James, A.Pay

Buff Arches (in October!!) F.Johns, T&P.James

Acrobasis consociella? – T&P.James ( * see insert)

Goonhilly Downs – 

Grass Wave – Mike Thompson

The Anomolous – T&P.James, F.Johns

Scarce Bordered Straw – T& P.James

Palpita unionalis – F. Johns

From Helston to Land’s End Area…

At Long Rock, Geoff & Pam Littler reports-

Shore Wainscot

At Buryas Bridge, Laurie & Helen Oakes reports-

Portland Ribbon Wave

Blair’s Mocha

Group Events South Coast Near Penzance
Bostrase Farm Pools, Relubbas –

Cream Bordered Green Pea – T& P.James, F.Johns, G& P.Littler, 

Green Silver Lines – T&P.James

Devon Carpet – T&P.James, M.Thompson

Large Phoenix- T&P.James

Dark Marbled Carpet - T&P.James

RSPB Marazion Marshes –

Gold Spot – F.John, G&P. Littler

Oblique Carpet – T&P.James, F.Johns, G&P.Littler

Devon Carpet – G&P.Littler

Cream Bordered Green Pea - G&P.Littler, T&P.James

Webb’s Wainscot - G&P.Littler, F.Johns

Twin-spotted Wainscot - G&P.Littler

Reed Dagger? - G&P.Littler

Group Events North Coast Area 

Tehidy Woods, Portreath – 

Blomers Rivulet – F.Johns, M.Thompson

Beautiful Snout – Fjohns, G&P.Littler, T&P.James, L&H.Oakes, J.Cooke, P&A.Boggis.

Tachystola acroxantha (RDB) – M.Thompson

Pine Beauty – J.Cooke

Orange Footman – P&A.Boggis, L&H.Oakes
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Group Event Falmouth Area
Bosloe House, Durgan –

Blomer’s Rivulet – M.Thompson

Gold Triangle – J.Evans

Royal Mantle – T&P.James

Bosloe House and other areas from Helston to Penzance have also shown the Four-spot Footman well established.
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East Cornwall Recorders Report      Leon Truscott

By Leon Truscott - Torpoint (SX4354):
Currant Clearwing -  20 June (using pheremone lure at Allotments)
Diamond-back - 28 June
Pyrausta aurata - throughout June
Freyer's Pug - Several 2-25 June
The Sycamore - 28 June (again!)
Rustic Shoulder-knot - 1 at Torpoint on 11 June (Another at Torpoint!)
Haworth's Pug    8,11,17 July
Cypress Pug    19 July, 2 Aug, 10-11 Sep
The Delicate    10 Sep
The Sycamore    5, 11 July
Old Lady    12 Aug
Scarce Bordered Straw    3 & 6 Sep
By Andy & Shirley Park at Duloe:
Privet Hawk Moth - 9 June

The Vestal    13 Aug
The Fern    17 July
Privet Hawk    5 & 14 July
By Richard Champion at |St Germans:
Leopard Moth - 27 June
Freyer's Pug - (in June)
Dog's Tooth - Regularly from 9 June to 25 June at least

Portland Ribbon Wave    11 Sept
The Vestal    14 Sept
The Fern    20 July
Blomer's Rivulet    7 July
Four-spotted Footman    9 Sept - 21 Sep Total 29!
The Delicate    6 Sept
 

By Dave Allan at Torpoint (SX4355):
Pyrausta aurata - In garden throughout June
Portland Ribbon Wave - 1 on 6 June
Freyer's Pug - in June

Ghost Moth    7 July
Haworth's Pug    25 July
Four-spotted Footman    12 & 21 July
 

By Steve Madge at Downderry:
Freyer's Pug - (in June)
Light Feathered Rustic - 9 June
Beautiful Brocade - 7 June
Small Clouded Brindle - 7 June
 

Tom Sleep - Cotehele (SX4268):
Brown-veined Wainscot    7 Aug
Silky Wainscot    7 Aug
 

Bill Birkett - Callington (SX3569) 
Small Marbled    2 July
 

Alan Pease - Torpoint (SX4355):
Barred Hook-tip    7 Aug
Small Emerald    9 & 11 July
Portland Ribbon Wave    
Cypress Pug    13 July
Four-spotted Footman    22 & 24 July, 2 Aug
Old Lady    31 Aug
Records from Other Locations:        Leon Truscott 
Tregantle (SX3852) 
Six-belted Clearwing   8 Aug    
Sharrow Pt (SX3952)

Thrift Clearwing      9 July    
Rame Head (SX4148)

Thrift Clearwing    10 July

   
Rame Coastguard Station (SX4248)

The Gem
13 Sep    
Yellow Belle          17 Aug-22 Sep, max 14 on 6 Sep
The Delicate
10 Sep 
Square-spot Dart
7 Aug
Beautiful Gothic
5 Sep & 4 Oct 

Black-banded
23 Sep
Beautiful Brocade
26 June (see "Steve Madge, 7 June")
Penlee Battery CWT Reserve (SX4349)

Six-belted Clearwing    9 & 10 July    
Six-belted Clearwing   10 Aug    

Penlee Point, Rame Head, Sharrow Point, Freathy

Thrift Clearwing - At on several dates between 13 June and 21 June. (Inc about 15 at Penlee Pt on 13 Jun!)
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Wimalford 

Narrow-bord. Bee Hawk - on 9 June. (Spotted By Alan Pease - also seen by Glenys Pease, Tony Aston & myself). 
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N.B.  Some of the species reported here have been recorded in West Cornwall as well but were not included as considered “commonly occurring”. Records from both areas are for 2005 only, up until the date of publication of this Newsletter.
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A “Delicate” Subject                             Laurie Oakes

There was an interesting influx of Delicates in the first two weeks of May this year.  I have only ever had odd singles in the past so this was a very pleasant surprise when 7 turned up on the 7th and 13 on the 8th.  

Interestingly the large catches all seemed to be between the Lizard and the Scillies. Steve Nash’s migrant moth site shows only odd singles further along the South coast in that period. Geoff at Long Rock sadly had none; we presume the moths were not drawn to his lamp due to street lights nearby. Low night temperatures did not keep them grounded, my catch of 13 was with a minimum temp of 3C, and the 20 catch on the 10th the temp was 4C.

Bernard found a website showing a Northward movement of Sahara dust during the period and Steve Nash suggests a mass emergence of Delicates must have been drawn up, along with the dust into the high air stream and deposited over Western Europe. In the South West we also had very strong Easterly winds which could have helped them to cross the channel.   Records show that in previous influxes the moths bred here and produced a generation of adults later in the season.  So later Delicate records this year may be migrants or home bred ones or both.
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The table columns for each recorder’s record above is arranged East to West/left to right to try and see any pattern to their arrival or movement timing.  Maybe someone can see a pattern but I am afraid I cannot other than that the large catches occurred simultaneously in the Scillies and at Frank’s on the Lizard.  Mark’s, also on the Lizard came 2 days later and mine came 2 to 4 days later.

RECORDERS; John Cooke, (Mylor).  Mark Tunmore(The Lizard),  Frank Johns, (Cury),  Tony James (Great Work),  Laurie Oakes (Buryas Bridge,1mile West of Penzance),  Jayne Herbert (Treddinick, Ding Dong), Bernard Hocking (Rospannel, Crows an Wra, near Land’s End) and Mick Scott (St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly).  My thanks to them for their records.

(One point with the data below is that if you are looking for population effects of any sort, the data must be uniquely separated at each recording point. I understand that some recorders sum the results from a number of traps which they run. 

This will misrepresent the instantaneous record in a population, so should really be separated for each trap used when including the data with other records. Alternatively, an average number derived from dividing the total number of the species by the number of traps used will bring the data into a more realistic comparison with other single traps used elsewhere. 

Could everyone sending their data in for analysis please remember this. – Tony James)
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Please send articles/diary dates for publication to Jayne Herbert, C/o Cornwall Wildlife Trust, Five Acres Nature Reserve, Allet, Truro or email them to jayne@cornwallmothgroup.org.uk.
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	Cornwall Moth Group

Membership Form

Please subscribe me as a member of the Cornwall Moth Group. In keeping with the Data protection Act, I agree to my membership details being held for group purposes on paper or computer files that will be accessible only to committee members, and will not be generally distributed or released.

Name(s): …………………………………………………….

Address:   …………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………... 

Telephone:  …………………………………………………

E-mail: ………………………………………………….……

I would also like to join the Egroup:  ( Yes ( No

Please return this form to:

Tony James, Assistant County Recorder

Cornwall Moth Group

Manzil, Trewithen Terrace, Greatwork, Ashton, Helston, TR13 9TQ or Email: cmg.comms@btinternet.com
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1st 1 2 3

2nd 1 1 1 11 14

3rd 11 3 1 1 19 35

4th 21 5 20 46

5th 2 2 6 10

6th 19 2 8 4 1 24 58

7th 1 4 1 7 6 15 34

8th 7 4 13 1 3 28

9th 1 3 4

10th 1 2 20 3 1 27

11th 3 3 1 1 8

12th 1 5 1 7

13th 1 1 1 3

14th 2 1 3

15th 3 10 5 18

16th 1 6 4 3 14


Cornwall Moth Group

Web site: www.cornwallmothgroup.org.uk
Egroup: http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/cornwallmothgroup/
Address: Cornwall Moth Group, Cornwall Wildlife Trust 

Five Acres, Allet, Truro, Cornwall TR4 9DJ
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Shore Wainscot – Long Rock
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Beautiful Snout – Tehidy Woods
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Thrift Clearwing – Whitesand Bay
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Recorders’ Workshop� EMBED Unknown  ���


Saturday 29th October 2 p.m. to 9 p.m.


at


Cornwall Wildlife Trust 


Five Acres Nature Reserve, Allet, Truro





2 pm – 4.30 pm Informal Practical Activities


e.g. Setting Insects, Moth Identification, Trapping Equipment, Data Recording.


4.30 pm Meal Break (bring own food)


5.30 pm Set Moth Traps


6 pm  Formal Meeting:


Agenda


Progress Review, Formal Appointment of Coordinators, Set up of Micro- & Macro-Panels, Problem Discussions. 


9 pm Check Moth Traps


 








�


Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk - Wimalford





��
Although the Cornwall Moth Group is an independent group, we indebted to The Environmental Records Centre for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly (ERCCIS) for their help and support, initially setting up the group and with administration costs such as photocopying and postage.�
�






�


Dewick's Plusia





To my surprise there was a Dewick's Plusia amongst the 81 species I recorded on the 11th July, 2005.  An extremely rare migrant.  These were all recorded in my Skinner's trap at Trevergy farm, Cury.





Other migrants that night were 3 dark Sword Grass and  2 Silver Y. There was also a Blue Bordered Carpet - another first for Trevergy Farm.     


                                                             Frank Johns








www.cornwallmothgroup.org.uk
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